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1. Why choose the PhD program Medical Neuroscience 
Quality of the Faculty 
“Medical Neuroscience” is one of the five Research Clusters at the Medical University of 
Vienna. It is the explicit goal of this call to integrate 16 outstanding researchers working in the 
field of neuroscience in many different institutes / departments / clinics in this program.  You 
can find detailed information on the different projects as well as on the faculty members at the 
PhD Neuroscience homepage under application and information:  

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/hp/phd-neuroscience/ 

Fully funded for four years 
The successful candidates will be employed by the MedUni Vienna and will be fully insured 
(accident, health, pension). The salaries offered to PhD students are among the highest for 
PhD Programmes in Europe, around €28,994 (gross), per year (i.e. €21,507 net) - per month 
€2,071 (net €1,520) – paid 14 times per year.  

Vienna represents an affordable city with a high quality of life. Students can live comfortably – 
many even save money – during their time at the MedUni Vienna. There is no application fee. 

Access to top technology 
All research laboratories involved in this call offer state-of-the-art equipment. In addition to the 
Animal Core Facility at the bio-medical research facility of the MedUni Vienna, several units 
have their own fully-equipped animal facilities. Biosafety 2 laboratories for the use of viral 
vectors equipped with facilities for stereotactic brain injections and biosafety 2 cell culture 
facilities (at least 10 biosafety 2 work series are ongoing in research labs involved in this call) 
as well as laboratories for radioactive work are available as needed within the respective 
projects. An ethics committee as well as a statistical ambulance is instrumental at our 
University and available also for PhD-students. Core facilities are available for: Flow Cytometry 
(e.g. Ultra-High-Speed Sorting), Genomics (amongst others equipped with an Affymetrix 
GeneChip microarray platform and an Illumina HiSeq2000 next generation sequencing 
instrument), Imaging and Proteomics (http://corefacilities.meduniwien.ac.at/). 

Translational research 
The research focus of the project of this call are all aimed at elucidating crucial molecular 
mechanisms of nervous system function in health and disease, with the long term goal to 
develop novel therapeutic strategies. The research projects (as described in: 
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/hp/phd-neuroscience/), are at various stages of this endeavour; 
some are at the stage of basic research to first understand the functional complexity in health, 
while other projects already directly target possible treatment strategies. The translational 
nature of the program is reflected manifold as for example including discussion of patents in 
the Journal Clubs. 

English speaking 
The official working language of the PhD-program and in the host research laboratories is 
English – this includes all discussions and seminars, both formal and informal. 

Living in Vienna 
For 4 consecutive years Vienna has been ranked as the number one city in the world for the 
best quality of life. 

 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/hp/phd-neuroscience/
http://corefacilities.meduniwien.ac.at/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/hp/phd-neuroscience/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/austria/9721455/Vienna-has-the-best-quality-of-life-and-Baghdad-the-worst.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/austria/9721455/Vienna-has-the-best-quality-of-life-and-Baghdad-the-worst.html
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2. How to get information about the different projects and faculty 
members 

 
It is expected that you inform yourself on the different topics of research projects offered within 
this call. You find this information on https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/hp/phd-neuroscience/ at 
application and information. In addition, you find links to the PI including the CV.  

 

 

3. Eligibility 
In order to be eligible to enrol in the MedUniv Vienna PhD program “Medical Neuroscience” all 
candidates are required to have a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in medicine, biology, 
chemistry, bioinformatics, mathematics or any scientific/technical, subject-relevant degree. 
Candidates applying with a Bachelor's degree must have completed a four-year course and 
are required to demonstrate that they have acquired a significant amount of research 
experience. You have to document that your degree formally qualifies to enter a PhD or 
equivalent programme in the country where you have obtained your degree.  

Candidates do not need to have completed their degree at the time of application; however, 
they must obtain their final degree certificate by the end of July 2018. 

The working language at Neuroscience PhD-programme is English, so excellent written and 
oral communication skills in English are required. 

 

 

4. Application timeline for the Medical Neuroscience Call 2018 
 

09. Feb.2018   Call opens for application 

01. Mai 2018   Submission deadline 

02. Mai 2018 - 24. Mai 2018  Pre-selection and video interviews 

25. Mai 2018 Invitation of the top candidates for personal interviews at 
the Center for Brain Research, Vienna  

28 – 29. June 2018 Hearing and interviews 

03. July 2018 Information of the successful applicants 

01. October PhD program start date  

 

 

 

  

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/hp/phd-neuroscience/
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5. Guidelines for application 
5.1. Application 
 
You have to submit the following documents: 

1. The “application_form_MedNeuro_2018”  
2. One single PDF consisting of  

2.1. Scans of a proof of your doctoral study entrance qualification (English). 
2.2. Scans of degree(s) and intermediate certificates, if already obtained (English). 
2.3. Scans of transcripts of marks (academic record) 
2.4. Certificate of English proficiency (e.g. TOEFL) 

3. Two recommendations using the form “referee_form_MedNeuro 2018” 

The documents must be sent by e-mail to – phdmedneuro@meduniwien.ac.at – by Mai 1, 
2018. 

 
Add 1:  

Please fill in the “application_form_MedNeuro_2018”. 

Personal data: provide the e-mail, which can be used for all future correspondence.  

Date of birth is important as we will consider the age of applicants (for more details see below). 

Please indicate on this form whether you have all 4 documents available for the Supplementary 
material.  

Please fill in the section “Course work” in spite of having attached the “scans of transcripts of 
marks” as this section provides you with an opportunity to add documentation and information 
to courses if you believe them to specifically qualify you for this programme. 

The sections “Research experience”, “Letter of scientific interests” and “Recent publication” is 
of particular importance for the first selection and initial ranking for the interview. However, 
please do not exceed one page for each section. 

In the section, “Scientific field and research group preference” please indicate at most three 
scientific fields/senior scientists which you would like most to do your thesis. However, this is 
considered as a declaration of interest from your side constitutes no commitment by any 
means.  

 
Add 2:  

Please combine the 4 documents to one single PDF. All uploaded PDF documents must be 
English and unencrypted, password-free PDF files. If you do not have a pdf converter 
installed on your computer, please use any online PDF converter (for example the free 
online2pdf.com) 

 
Add 3: 

You can send us the completed, signed and scanned “referee_form_MedNeuro_2018”. 
However, we will contact the referees directly, thus the phone number provided as well as the 
e-mail address must be correct, otherwise the referee will not be considered.  

mailto:phdmedneuro@meduniwien.ac.at
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5.2. Formal checks 
All submitted applications will be reviewed on formal grounds at the time the call closes. 
Applications that are missing required documents or are missing the necessary number of 
reference letters are no longer considered in the selection process.  

 

5.3. Mode of evaluation 
There is a three-step evaluation process. (1) Initial evaluation considering the submitted 
documents and selection of the most promising candidates for the second round. (2) Next 
telephone and skype interviews will be performed. The referees will be contacted. A final 

selection for the top candidates to be invited to Vienna will be performed. We expect to invite 

about 36 candidates for the 18 positions. (3) In the third and final part, the entire faculty will 

evaluate the candidates to select the successful applicants to start on October 1st. 

 

Main criteria are: 

Excellent grades at the undergraduate level 

Obviously, the grades at the undergraduate level will be taken into consideration, particularly 
when the duration of the undergraduate studies is not within the shortest possible time. 

Documented scientific interest and research talent 
The Curriculum Vitae should demonstrate that applicants have a particular capability and 
motivation for scientific work. At least some former experience in laboratory work is required. 
This should be evident either from a previous publication or from a diploma thesis, at least from 
a detailed description of a previous research project and an appropriate work plan. Relevant 
documents must be submitted together with the initial application. In addition, the 
accompanying letters of recommendation must further support these documents.  

Duration of undergraduate studies 
In light of the high competition between researchers in the biomedical field, there is an 
increasing tendency to fill positions with younger scientists, and many positions are only 
available until the age of 35. Therefore, PhD students should be graduated well before 
reaching that age in order to give them the opportunity to earn some postdoctoral experience 
when turning 35. Accordingly, applicants aged above 30 are generally not considered. 
However, this is not an absolute requirement, since delays due to, for instance, maternity 
leaves or civil services, will be considered.  

Documented command of English:  
Since English is the language of science and the language of all PhD courses, participants 
need to document their English skills, best by providing a TOEFL (see www.toefl.org) 
certificate.  

 

http://www.toefl.org/
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5.4. 1st level evaluation: review of applications 
 
Within the first round of evaluation, all applications passing the formal check will be evaluated 
by at least three members of the faculty. After a pre-selection, Skype or phone interviews will 
be performed with the candidates. The referees will be contacted. All faculty members will 
finally take the decision of who is to be invited for interviews in Vienna on June 28-29th, 2018. 
All applicants will be informed on their status within the application process by May 25th, 2018. 

 

5.5. 2nd level of evaluation: interviews 
 

The scientific interest and research talent will finally be evaluated during the personal 
presentation of the applicants in front of all faculty members, and during the interviews with the 
members of the selection committee. The students will have to give a short presentation on 
their research project and defend the work in front of the entire faculty.  

 

6. Frequently Asked Questions 
Please see also the “Frequently Asked Questions” concerning the PhD program and 
application on our PhD homepage. 

 


