
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Colleagues and Co-workers! 

 

We are organizing a new event for all employees and students at the 

ZPH – the PUBLIC HEALTH MOVIE NIGHT! 

 

The format is simple – combining a full-length movie about an important 

public health topic with a short introductory lecture by a researcher in the 

field that the movie is about! 

 

Following the screening, a short discussion with the audience will take 

place. 

 

So be sure to join us on the 16. May 2019 at 17:00 in Seminar Room 3 

of the ZPH!  

 

Popcorn and snacks will be provided, you are welcome to bring your own 

pillows or blankets for more comfort!  

 

See you there!  



Public Health Movie Night Program 16.05.2019 

´Night, Mother 

Director: T. Moore 

Year: 1986 

Running time: 96 min 

 

Starring: S. Spacek, A. Bancroft 

 

 

Synopsis 

The film is based on a Pulitzer Prize-winning play of the same name. The films topic revolves around a 

middle-aged woman, Jessie, living with her widowed mother. One night while doing some household 

chores Jessie reveals to her mother that she plans to die by suicide. This results in an intense 

conversation between the two women with Jessie’s mother trying to convince her daughter to 

dismiss her plan to take her own life. 

Public health relevance 

The film covers several important public health topics. Firstly, it points to suicide and mental health as 

important issues in public health and provides warning signs for suicidal ideation. Secondly, the film 

displays the motivation and ideation of individuals who are contemplating suicide. Thirdly, the movie 

was used as intervention in a randomized controlled study on the impact of suicide portrayals in 

movies. The film and the results of the study will be discussed after the film screening.  

Speaker 

The introductory lecture will be given by Dr. Benedikt Till, an associate professor at the Unit Suicide 

Research and Mental Health Promotion, Department of Social and Preventive Medicine, Center for 

Public Health. Benedikt has a doctoral degree in psychology and he works in the field of media 

psychology, health communication, mental health promotion, and suicide research. He has published 

40+ publications in peer-reviewed journals, most of them on the topic of media and suicide. In 2011, 

he received the Star Award of the International Academy of Suicide Research, and he received the 

Rudolf Quatember Award for Psychological Researcher of the Years 2017/2018 by the Clinical 

Psychological Committee of the Vienna General Hospital and the Medical University of Vienna. He is 

also founding board member of the Wiener Werkstaette for Suicide Research 

(http://www.suizidforschung.at).  

 

 

 

http://www.suizidforschung.at/

