
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Colleagues and Co-workers! 

 

We are organizing a new event for all employees and students at the 

ZPH – the PUBLIC HEALTH MOVIE NIGHT! 

 

The format is simple – combining a full-length movie about an important 

public health topic with a short introductory lecture by a researcher in the 

field that the movie is about! 

 

Following the screening, a short discussion with the audience will take 

place. 

 

So be sure to join us on the 14. March 2019 at 17:00 in Seminar Room 

3 of the ZPH!  

 

Popcorn and snacks will be provided, you are welcome to bring your own 

pillows or blankets for more comfort!  

 

See you there!  



Public Health Movie Night Program 14.03.2019 

Erin Brockovich 

Director: S. Soderbergh 

Year: 2000 

Running time: 130 min 

 

Starring: J. Roberts, A. Finney, A. Ekchart 

 

 

Synopsis 

The film revolves around a real story of Erin Brockovich, a single mom of 3 who unable to find 

employment is hired by her own lawyer to help around the office. One day, among the paperwork, by 

chance she finds some medical records of people living in town of Hinkley who seem to be suffering 

from a myriad of oncological diseases. This sets Erin to investigate, only to discover that the “Pacific 

Gas and Electric Company” has been dumping large amounts of hexavalent chromium into the ground 

water, poisoning the people but at the same time lying to them about the safety of their drinking 

water.  

Public health relevance 

The film covers several important public health topics. Firstly, it deals with effects of environmental 

pollution with chromium VI and its direct health effects on the people who live in the area. Secondly, 

it speaks about the irresponsibility of the industry who not only pollute the environment and deceive 

the people of the affected area, but also cover up the scientific findings that point to a problem. In that 

regard the film criticizes the lack of political involvement in protecting the health and wellbeing of the 

citizens.  

Speaker 

The introductory lecture will be given by Priv.-Doz. Mag. Dr. Michael Poteser from the Department of 

Environmental Health, Center for Public Health. Dr. Poteser started his academic career at the 

University of Graz, department of Zoology with a doctorate in neuroethology (insect vision). Fascinated 

by the cellular mechanisms turning light signals into neuronal activity, he was quickly interested in 

cellular communication, signal transduction and calcium homeostasis which was the main focus of the 

neighboring department of Pharmacology and Toxicology, where he continued his post-doc career 

dealing with the physiological role of ion-channels and how it is modified by pharmaceutics and toxins 

in humans. This work led him to a "Habilitation" in Pharmacology. After some years, his professional 

path led him to the Medical University Graz where he worked until joining the ZPH team in 2017 where 

he continues to work as a cell physiologist and toxicologist combining his main interests to work for 

the protection of nature and environment. Currently, he is mainly investigating the cellular adverse 

outcome pathways of perfluorinated compounds. 

 

 



 

 


