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Josephinum, Collections of the Medical University of 
Vienna, Lesesaal
Währinger Straße 25, 1090 Vienna

Zukunft der Elternschaft – 
The Future of Parenthood

The Austrian Reproductive Medicine Act of 1992 was 
significantly changed by the 2015 amendment and re-
flects the medical/technological possibilities and the 
societal changes. This international interdisciplinary 
symposium takes stock and addresses these trans-
formations in Austria and beyond: Did they actually 
make progress? How will it go on? Has Carl Djerassi’s 
statement, that we are living in an age, when sexuality 
is increasingly separated from reproduction, become 
reality? What signifies the situation in Europe, where 
in each country we have a different legal solution to 
the urgent questions of reproductive medicine? And 
finally, what are the cornerstones of the international 
debate concerning the future of parenthood? 

These questions will be explored in different formats 
including a keynote lecture, two panel-sessions and 
a concluding panel discussion (with a focus on the 
Austrian situation) in German on the first day, followed 
by two panel-sessions focusing on rare diseases and 
the international debate within the UNESCO on the 
second day. 

This workshop is organized by the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology/Medical University of 
Vienna, the UNESCO Chair on Bioethics, the Josephi-
num, Ethics, Collections and History of Medicine at the 
Medical University of Vienna, the Ludwig Boltzmann 
Institute for Rare and Undiagnosed Diseases and the 
Austrian Commission for UNESCO.

Symposium
Zukunft der Elternschaft – 
The Future of Parenthood
Bringing Austrian Reproductive Medicine 
into Dialogue with International 
Developments & Debates 

28th – 29th November 2018
Josephinum, Collections of the 
Medical University of Vienna

www.meduniwien.ac.at

In collaboration with

Please register until 20 November 2018 via 
josephinum@meduniwien.ac.at

UNESCO Chair 
on Bioethics, 
Medical University of Vienna

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute
Rare and Undiagnosed Diseases

10:30 – 11:00 
Coffee break

11:00 – 12:00
Panel IV 
Presentation of the current discussion 
within the IBC of UNESCO 
Stefano Semplici, Department of Literature, Philo-
sophy and History of Art Studies, University of Rome 
Tor Vergata; Past Chairperson of the International 
Bioethics Committee, UNESCO

The IBC report: its origin, purpose and potential 
contribution
Dafna Feinholz, UNESCO‘s Chief of Bioethics and 
Ethics of Science and Technology

Debating ”hot topics“ and conflictual points: how 
and why it is difficult to reach common positions 
within writing the IBC report
Federico de Montalvo Jääskelainen, Centro de 
Innovación del Derecho (CID-ICADE); Faculty of Law, 
Universidad Pontificia Comillas, Madrid;  
International Bioethics Committee, UNESCO

12:00  – 13:00
Wrap-up and general discussion with 
all participants
Stefano Semplici, Department of Literature, Philo-
sophy and History of Art Studies, University of Rome 
Tor Vergata; Past Chairperson of the International 
Bioethics Committee, UNESCO



29 November 2018
The international debate 
concerning the future of 
parenthood

9:00 – 9:15
Welcome 
Christiane Druml, UNESCO Chair on Bioethics,  
Medical University Vienna, Director of the Josephinum
Gabriele Eschig, Secretary-General Austrian  
Commission for UNESCO

9:15 – 10:30
Panel III  
Specific questions of modern 
parenthood 
Chair: Christiane Druml, UNESCO Chair on Bioethics, 
Medical University of Vienna; Director of the  
Josephinum

Children born with rare diseases: a paediatrician’s 
approach to diagnosis and care
Elisabeth Förster-Waldl, Department of Pediatrics 
and Adolescent Medicine, Medical University of 
Vienna

Between testing and screening: ethical and biopo-
litical dimensions of rare diseases in reproductive 
medicine
Paul Just, Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Rare and 
Undiagnosed Diseases; Department of Political  
Science, University of Vienna

Cultures of care: genome editing and reproductive 
futures
Ingrid Metzler, Department of Science and Technology 
Studies, University of Vienna

Der Blick über die Grenze – gleiche Sprache – 
verschiedene Regeln
Ulrich Körtner, Institut für Ethik und Recht in der  
Medizin, Universität Wien/MedUni Wien

14:15 – 14:45 Uhr
Kaffeepause

14:45 – 16:00 Uhr
Podiumsdiskussion 
Moderation: Petra Stuiber, stellvertretende Chef-
redakteurin, Der Standard

Christiane Druml, UNESCO Lehrstuhl für Bioethik an 
der MedUni Wien, Direktorin des Josephinums

Marc Elsberg, Bestsellerautor, u.a. „BLACKOUT“, 
„ZERO“ und „HELIX- Sie werden uns ersetzen“

Peter Husslein, Universitätsklinik für Frauenheil-
kunde, MedUni Wien 

16:00 – 17:00 Uhr
Führung durch die Josephinische Sammlung der 
geburtshilflichen Wachsmodelle

Reproduktionsmedizin in Österreich unter besonderer 
Berücksichtigung von Eizellspende, Präimplantations-
diagnostik und „Social freezing“
Michael Feichtinger, Wunschbaby Institut Feichtinger, 
Wien; Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm

Konsanguine Ehe und kindliche Fehlbildungen
Martin Langer, Universitätsklinik für Frauenheilkunde, 
MedUni Wien

„Ich will ein gesundes Kind“ – Standards und Möglich-
keiten der Fetalmedizin
Elisabeth Krampl-Bettelheim, FetoMed, Zentrum für 
Fetalmedizin, Wien

12:00 – 13:00 Uhr
Mittagspause

13:00 – 14:15 Uhr
Panel II 
Die Zukunft der Reproduktionsmedizin 
Chair: Peter Husslein, Universitätsklinik für Frauenheil-
kunde, MedUni Wien

Schöne neue Kinder?
Heinz Strohmer, Kinderwunschzentrum Goldenes Kreuz, 
Wien

Herausforderungen und Entwicklungen im österrei-
chischen Recht der Fortpflanzungsmedizin
Teresa Maier, dzt. Bundesministerium für Verfassung,  
Reformen, Deregulierung und Justiz

28. November 2018
Ein Bericht zum Fortpflanzungs-
gesetz in Österreich – drei Jahre 
nach der Novelle

9.00 – 10.00 Uhr
Registierung und Kaffee

10:00 – 10:15 Uhr
Welcome 
Christiane Druml, UNESCO Lehrstuhl für Bioethik an 
der MedUni Wien; Direktorin des Josephinums
Peter Husslein, Universitätsklinik für Frauenheilkunde, 
Medizinische Universität Wien

10:15 – 10:45 Uhr
Keynote lecture:
Wie weit darf sich die Reproduktionsmedizin an die 
Stelle der Natur setzen?
Dieter Birnbacher, Institut für Philosophie, Heinrich-
Heine-Universität Düsseldorf

10:45 – 12:00 Uhr
Panel I 
Status quo des Fortpflanzungsmedizin-
gesetzes in Österreich – 3 Jahre nach 
der Novelle 
Chair: Christian Egarter, Universitätsklinik für Frauen-
heilkunde, MedUni Wien


