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Van Swieten Saal, Medical University of Vienna
Van-Swieten-Gasse 1a
1090 Vienna

Please register under:  
www.meduniwien.ac.at/alumni-symposium

Alumni Club  
Symposium 2025
The Future of Academic  
Medicine

1st December 2025, 4.30 – 6.15 pm
2nd December 2025, 9.00 am – 6.00 pm

Van Swieten Saal, Medical University of Vienna
Van-Swieten-Gasse 1a, 1090 Vienna

C
ov

er
: e

ve
ry

th
in

g 
po

ss
ib

le
/S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k.

co
m

Please be aware that photographs and/or video footage will be taken at
the event. These may be used for the purpose of documenting or reporting
the event and published in print and online media, on various social
media platforms and on MedUni Vienna‘s website.

Be part of it!
All details and membership registration under:
www.alumni-club.meduniwien.ac.at

Find us: 

Contact
Tel.: +43 (0)1 40160-11520
E-mail: alumni-club@meduniwien.ac.at 
www.alumni-club.meduniwien.ac.at

Speakers
Christoph Binder 
Vice-President, Austrian Science Fund (FWF) 

Sadaf Farooqi 
Cambridge Biomedical Research Centre, University of 
Cambridge

Jeremy Farrar 
World Health Organization (WHO)

Martin Fischer 
Teaching Center, MedUni Vienna

Michael Geklé 
Julius-Bernstein-Institute for Physiology,  
Medical University Halle UMH

Péter Hegyi 
Centre for Translational  Medicine, National Biomedical 
Foundation, Semmelweis University

Irene Lang 
Department of Medicine II, MedUni Vienna

Marie Lang 
Department of Neurology, MedUni Vienna

Melanie Lenger 
Psychiatry and Psychotherapeutic Medicine,  
MedUni Graz 

Markus Müller 
Rector, MedUni Vienna

Vincent Millischer 
Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, 
MedUni Vienna

Isabella Salzer 
Center for Physiology and Pharmacology,  
MedUni Vienna

Wolfgang Schütz
Rector Emeritus, MedUni Vienna

Shahrokh Shariat 
Department of Urology, MedUni Vienna

Britta Siegmund 
Vice-President, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 
(DFG)

Harald Sitte
Center for Physiology and Pharmacology,  
MedUni Vienna

Michael J. Strong 
Western‘s Schulich School of Medicine und Dentistry, 
Ontario, Canada

Daniela Thommen 
Netherlands Cancer Institute

Michael Trauner 
Department of Medicine III, MedUni Vienna

Irene Virgolini  
Nuclear Medicine Department, MedUni Innsbruck

ALUMNI CLUB 
MEDICAL UNIVERSITY
OF VIENNA

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/en/ueber-uns/events/2025/alumni-club-symposium-2025-the-future-of-academic-medicine/
http://www.alumni-club.meduniwien.ac.at


1st December 2025

5.00 – 5.15 pm 
Opening and Welcome
Welcome by the Rector of the MedUni of Vienna
Welcome by the organizers, Harald Sitte,  
Wolfgang Schütz

5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Opening Keynote
Determining the position of academic medicine today
Sadaf Farooqi

2nd December 2025

9.00 – 9.10 am 
Welcome

9.10 – 10.00 am
Challenges for the Clinical Practice  
(in combination with research)
Daniela Thommen, Michael Trauner, Shahrokh Shariat

10.00 – 10.30 am
Physician researcher pathway – does it pay off?
Irene Lang, Irene Virgolini

10.30 – 11.20 am
Clinical research funding from Public Institutions
Michael J. Strong, Christoph Binder

11.20 – 11.45 am
Coffee break

11.45 – 12.10 am
Clinical research funding from Industry – Is there 
academic support?
Jeremy Farrar 

12.10 – 1.15 pm
Lunch break

1.15 – 1.40 pm
Educating the Next Generation of Physician- 
Scientists: Translational Competence for the  
21st Century
Péter Hegyi

1.40 – 2.25 pm
Developing enthusiasm for Clinician-Researcher 
Pathway early on – the role of teaching medicine
Intro on broader perspective
Martin Fischer

The view from local next-generation researchers
Marie Lang, Vincent Millischer, Isabella Salzer

2.25 – 2.50 pm
Understanding “Generation Z” 
Melanie Lenger

2.50 – 3.15 pm
Best-practice programmes 
Topics: on structural problems
Michael Geklé

3.15 – 3.40 pm
Coffee break

3.40 – 4.15 pm
Overarching visions: “Universitas” in the 21st Century 
and beyond
Britta Siegmund

4.15 – 5.30 pm
Final discussion round on “Synergies between  
research, clinical practice and teaching”, global and 
local visions
Sadaf Farooqi, Michael Geklé, Markus Müller,  
Britta Siegmund

5.30 pm
Closing remarks and farewell

6.00 pm
End of Symposium

Academic medicine stands at a critical crossroads – 
shaped by evolving clinical demands, funding  
constraints, and the shifting expectations of a new 
generation of healthcare professionals.

The Alumni Club Symposium 2025 invites physicians, 
clinician-scientists, health policy leaders, and medical 
educators to engage in a focused dialogue on shaping 
the future of academic medicine in a rapidly changing 
world.

Over two days, distinguished speakers and participants 
will explore key questions around research integration, 
medical education, clinical innovation, and instituti-
onal visions for the 21st century. A special focus will 
be placed on engaging Generation Z in medicine and 
strengthening the clinician–researcher career pathway.
Join us in Vienna for thought-provoking lectures, inter-
active discussions, and valuable networking opportuni-
ties with peers committed to advancing excellence in 
academic medicine.


