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1  Introduction  
This logbook for clinical clerkships must be kept by MedUni Vienna students while completing their 

clinical clerkship and serves as evidence of the clinical clerkship periods and contents specified in the 

curriculum for the diploma programme in Human Medicine (UN202) at MedUni Vienna. The forms 

contained in this logbook must be completed and signed after completion of the clinical clerkship and 

submitted to the Student Affairs Department at MedUni Vienna.  

When carrying out the clinical clerkship, the legal requirements, such as in particular the Austrian 

Medical Act 1998 – (ÄrzteG 1998) and the regulations of the Statutes of MedUni Vienna and the 

curriculum for the diploma programme in Human Medicine at MedUni Vienna must be observed. 

On the basis of the competence regulation in § 5 (1) Z 2 of Section III of the Statutes of MedUni Vienna, 

the provisions of the curriculum are specified in more detail by guidelines issued by the Curriculum 

Directorate for Human Medicine at MedUni Vienna, which are published on the MedUni Vienna website: 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/diplomstudium-

humanmedizin/famulaturen-praktika/.  

The applicable requirements for completing the clinical clerkship serve to ensure the quality of training 

and are intended to guarantee that the learning and training objectives of the diploma programme in 

Human Medicine can be achieved in the best possible way. 

 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/diplomstudium-humanmedizin/famulaturen-praktika/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/diplomstudium-humanmedizin/famulaturen-praktika/
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2  Requirements in the curriculum for the diploma programme 
in Human Medicine (UN202) 

2.1  Organisational and content requirements 

In accordance with the requirements in point 6.1 ‘Completion of compulsory clinical clerkships’ in the 

curriculum for the diploma programme in Human Medicine (UN202), a compulsory clinical clerkship of 

12 weeks must be completed, whereby a clinical clerkship at one institution may not last less than 2 

weeks.  

At least eight weeks of the compulsory clinical clerkship must be completed before entering the third 

stage of the degree programme. Of these, at least four weeks must be completed in a department of 

internal medicine. This clinical clerkship must be completed preferably in Austria. It is possible to 

complete the clerkship in internal medicine at clinical traineeship hospitals in EU member states.  

A further four weeks must be completed in a teaching practice for general medicine or a primary 

care facility (recognised primary care facilities at hospitals). This clinical clerkship should preferably be 

completed in Austria. It is possible to complete the clinical clerkship in general medicine/primary care 

in EU member states. 

For the remaining 4 weeks, students can freely choose one specialist discipline (4 weeks creditable) or 

two specialist disciplines (2 weeks creditable each), whereby it is strongly recommended that these are 

completed in surgical disciplines. 

The compulsory clinical clerkship can only be credited at institutions where the guidelines set by the 

Curriculum Commission (‘structured clerkship’) are adhered to and the corresponding courses are 

recognised by the Curriculum Directorate. 

For the recognition of clinical clerkships abroad, the "Clerkship Certificate" form, completed in full by 

the respective clerkship hospital, must be submitted. Clerkship hospitals are generally only university 

clinics and teaching hospitals. All other clinical clerkships must be authorised by the Curriculum 

Director and submitted via the Student Affairs Office. A description of the institution as well as an 

original confirmation from the institution regarding the contents of the clinical clerkship must be 

provided. 

Each specialist section of the compulsory clinical clerkship is evaluated to ensure and further develop 

the quality of the structured clerkship. The clinical clerkship itself is evaluated, as are the trainees in 

terms of their knowledge, performance and attitude towards patients and colleagues. Students must 

keep a clerkship logbook in which the period, location, supervisor, schedule, tasks and lessons learned 

are documented chronologically. 

One week of compulsory clinical clerkship corresponds to one credit point or 25–30 working hours. For 

more detailed information on the organisational requirements (including credit eligibility, minimum 

duration and absences), please refer to the information published on the MedUni Vienna website: 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/diplomstudium-

humanmedizin/famulaturen-praktika/. 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/diplomstudium-humanmedizin/famulaturen-praktika/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/diplomstudium-humanmedizin/famulaturen-praktika/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/diplomstudium-humanmedizin/famulaturen-praktika/
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2.2  Requirements for completing the clinical clerkship 

In accordance with point 6.1. of the curriculum for the diploma programme in Human Medicine at 

MedUni Vienna, the compulsory clinical clerkship can be undertaken at the earliest  

• after successfully passing the first summative integrated examination (SIP 1a and SIP 1b) 

and after successfully completing the courses  

• "Medical Communication A",  

• "Basic Medical Skills",  

• "Physical Medical Examination" and  

• "Clinical Internship Propaedeutics" (3rd and 4th semesters)  

At least eight weeks must be completed before entering the third stage of study. 

2.3  Learning objectives and performance assessment  

The logbook that students must keep for their clinical clerkship ensures that the training is 

standardised, regardless of the place of performance. Students and trainers must jointly ensure that all 

required learning objectives and tasks are achieved, documented and confirmed. The students' tasks 

consist of direct immediate requirements (see, for example, the tasks in the logbook) and direct 

indirect requirements (e.g. qualification profile in Appendix 2 of the curriculum).  

In accordance with point 2.4 lit d of the curriculum concerning the different types of teaching and 

forms of learning, clinical observation and practical practice of basic clinical skills already acquired are 

predominant in clinical clerkships, as well as assisting with operations in surgical departments. In 

clinical clerkships, learning is predominantly of a self-study nature and the examinations, which are 

formative, take place on a random basis The "Austrian Catalogue of Learning Objectives for Medical 

Skills" with its three levels of competence (clinical clerkship readiness, KPJ readiness, license to practice 

readiness) and the "Austrian Clinical Catalogue of Learning Objectives” also serve as the basis for the 

content.  

2.4  Voluntary clinical clerkship 

With the explicit inclusion of "voluntary clinical clerkship" in point 6.3 of the curriculum for the diploma 

programme in Human Medicine, it was made clear that voluntary clerkships (at institutions recognised 

by MedUni Vienna) are also permitted in order to deepen the knowledge, skills and experience of the 

training content of the curriculum. Voluntary clinical clerkships must also be documented in a clerkship 

logbook in accordance with section 6.1 of the curriculum. The duration and structure of the voluntary 

clinical clerkship should be proportionate to the framework conditions applicable to the compulsory 

clinical clerkship. 
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3  Legal status / insurance situation 

3.1  Professional legitimisation for medical students 

3.1.1  Scope of activity according to the Austrian Medical Act 1998  

For medical students, § 49 (4) and (5) of the Austrian Medical Act 1998 (ÄrzteG 1998) created an 

independent legal basis for the permissibility of performing medical activities in order to enable 

practice-oriented training on patients as part of their studies. According to § 49 (4) Austrian Medical 

Act 1998 (ÄrzteG 1998), medical students undergoing training are therefore entitled, provided they are 

trustworthy and in good health, to perform the activities specified in paragraph 5 (see below) on a 

dependent basis under the guidance and supervision of the training doctors. In the case of a clinical 

clerkship, the "training doctor" is generally the respective head of the clinical clerkship, i.e. the relevant 

head of department. Substitution of these doctors by trainee doctors (Turnusärzt:innen) is permitted if 

the head of the department in whose area the training of trainee doctors takes place confirms in 

writing that these trainee doctors have the necessary medical knowledge and experience. The 

respective head of the clerkship must be named to the students. 

The above-mentioned "activities" that are permitted under the guidance and supervision of the training 

doctors are  

1. taking a patient's medical history,  

2. performing simple physical examinations, including blood pressure measurement,  

3. Taking blood from a vein,  

4. administering intramuscular and subcutaneous injections, and  

5. individual additional medical activities, provided that mastery of these activities is essential 

for the successful completion of medical studies and the medical students in training can 

demonstrate that they already have the knowledge and experience necessary to perform these 

activities conscientiously, taking into account their degree of difficulty (cf. § 49 (5) Austrian 

Medical Act 1998 (ÄrzteG 1998)). 

3.1.2  Consistency with the training content of the curriculum 

The authorization to carry out the activities specified in § 49 (5) Austrian Medical Act 1998 (ÄrzteG 

1998) is linked to the status of "medical student". A valid admission to the diploma programme in 

Human Medicine at MedUni Vienna is therefore a mandatory requirement. It must be ensured that the 

medical students in training have made the necessary progress in their studies (e.g. completion of the 

course ‘Famulaturpropädeutikum’) and thus demonstrably already have the knowledge and experience 

necessary for the conscientious performance of these activities with regard to the degree of difficulty. 

The students' work must be directly related to the degree programme and must be provided for in the 

curriculum for successful completion. If the respective training content is provided for in the 

curriculum and there is therefore a sufficiently close connection to the medical degree programme, the 

professional legal legitimacy for medical students is given in accordance with § 49 (4) and (5) of the 

Austrian Medical Act 1998 (ÄrzteG 1998).  
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3.2  Insurance law situation 

All members of the Austrian Students’ Union (ÖH) are covered by accident and liability insurance taken 

out by the ÖH. By paying the ÖH membership fee, all students who have been admitted to the degree 

programme or who have registered the continuation of their studies are covered by this insurance. 

Under these conditions, the biological minor children of students who can be proven to live in the 

same household are also considered insured persons, albeit to a limited extent. In the event of a claim, 

the confirmation of enrolment serves as proof of insurance.  

Liability insurance cover is provided for the ‘personal legal liability under private law of students 

admitted to the degree programme (enrolled) for personal injury and property damage arising from the 

risks of everyday life’. The sum insured under the liability insurance for personal injury and property 

damage is EUR 1,000,000.00. In particular, this also covers the ‘performance of activities such as 

internships and other further education measures (which are provided for by law, regulation, 

curriculum or which serve the further education of students) in Austria and abroad’. However, 

insurance cover is only provided if the employer is not legally or contractually obliged to take out 

equivalent insurance. 

The ÖH’s accident insurance covers, among other things, all accidents that occur "during the 

performance of activities such as e.g. internships and other further education measures (which are 

provided for by law, ordinance, curriculum or which serve the further education of the insured persons) 

in Austria and abroad". The insurance sums for accident insurance amount to EUR 7,500 for accident 

costs and EUR 15,000 in the event of accidental death. The accident lump sum amounts to EUR 50,000. 

In addition, all students are partially insured under the statutory accident insurance scheme in 

accordance with § 8 (1) Z 3 lit. i General Social Security Act (ASVG).  

The insurance cover (liability and accident insurance) expressly applies during voluntary and 

compulsory clinical clerkships, other clinical internships and all courses and internships serving 

further training purposes in Austria and abroad.   

The ÖH accident and liability insurance also explicitly includes needle stick injuries sustained by 

students with the following passage: In addition to Art. 6 Point 4 of the General conditions for accident 

insurance 2013 (AUVB 2013), the insurance cover also extends to the treatment of needle stick injuries 

and the resulting prophylactic therapy to prevent infections (e.g. HIV, hepatitis A, B and C) in 

accordance with the applicable guidelines of the respective hospitals. Needlestick injuries include 

puncture, cut or scratch injuries caused by sharp or pointed medical instruments (e.g. cannulas, 

lancets, scalpels) that may be contaminated with blood or other bodily fluids from patients. Further 

information, the exact insurance statutes and forms in the event of a claim are available on the website 

of the ÖH Federal Representation (https://www.oeh.ac.at/).  

3.3  Medical confidentiality 

According to § 54 (1) of the 1998 Austrian Medical Act 1998 (ÄrzteG 1998), doctors and their 

assistants are generally obliged to maintain confidentiality regarding all secrets entrusted to them or 

disclosed to them in the course of their professional activities. The professional duty of confidentiality 

also applies to students during their clinical clerkship and must therefore be observed by them.  

https://www.oeh.ac.at/
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3.4  Data confidentiality 

In addition to the medical duty of confidentiality, § 6 of the Data Protection Act (DSG) stipulates a duty 

of confidentiality regarding personal data (data confidentiality) that becomes known to students in the 

course of their studies (e.g. patient data). Students therefore undertake to observe data confidentiality 

in accordance with§ 6 Data Protection Act (DSG), which must also be observed after completion of their 

studies.  

3.5  Protection of privacy 

Students must also observe the provisions of copyright law and other personal rights of third parties. 

For example, § 78 (1) of the Copyright Act (UrhG) prohibits the public display of images (photographs) 

of persons (including patients) in public or distributing them in any other way that makes them 

accessible to the public if this would violate the legitimate interests of the person depicted or, if they 

are deceased, of a close relative without the publication having been authorised or ordered (right to 

one's own image). 

3.6  Bias 

Doctors who assess or evaluate the performance of students in specific individual cases as part of their 

clinical clerkship generally act as official experts within the meaning of § 52(1) of the General 

Administrative Procedure Act 1991 (AVG). The rules on bias applicable to administrative bodies under 

the AVG apply to these persons who are directly involved in the examination system or who are 

responsible for assessing the performance of students (§ 53 (1) in conjunction with § 7 AVG). If there is 

a reason for bias, the administrative body or the assessor must abstain from their duties in accordance 

with § 7 (1) AVG and (as far as possible) arrange for their replacement. 
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4  Forms 

4.1  Clerkship Certificate 

M(r)s./Mr.            

First name   Surname   Matriculation number 

Date of birth   / /  

Day  Month Year 

 

has performed a clinical clerkship in        

clinical subject 

 

of   / /  

day  Month Year  

to   / /  

Day  Month Year  

 

Completed at the following institution: 

Name of institution (hospital department/teaching practice) 

 

 

Contact address, phone, email 

 

 

Responsible head of institution / department manager 

 

Name of supervisor 

 

 

The student has completed the clinical clerkship  

 successfully 

 unsuccessfully 

. 

Additional comments:  

             

             

 

Responsible head of institution / department manager:      Seal 

 

          

Date,  Name and signature 
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4.2  Diary 

Week from  / /  to   / /  

day   Month  Year    Day   Month  Year 

 

Date 
Department/ 
Division 

Tasks 
Observed 
diseases 

Seminars 
(optional) 

……./……. 
Day Month 

    

Additional 
comments - 
Reflection: 
 

……./……. 
Day Month 

    

Additional 
Comments - 
Reflection: 
 

……./……. 
Day Month 

    

Additional 
Comments - 
Reflection: 
 

……./……. 
Day Month 

    

Additional 
Comments - 
Reflection: 
 

……./……. 
Day Month 

    

Additional 
Comments - 
Reflection: 
  

 

Person responsible       Seal 

 

 

 

          

Date,  Name and signature 
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4.3  Night and weekend duty (optional) 

Week of  / /  to   / /  

day   Month  Year    Day   Month  Year 

 

Date Department/Division Tasks 
Observed 
diseases 

……./……. 
Day Month 

   

Additional 
comments - 
Reflection: 
 

   

 

……./……. 
Day Month 

   

Additional 
Comments - 
Reflection: 
 

   

 

……./……. 
Day Month 

   

Additional 
Comments - 
Reflection: 
 

   

 

Person responsible        Seal 

 

 

 

          

Date,  name and signature 
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