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36. Curriculum for the jointly established PhD Programme in 
Molecular Biosciences 
At its meeting on 24 June 2021 the Senate of the University of Vienna approved the version of the 

jointly established PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences stated below, which was resolved on 14 

June 2021 by the Curriculum Committee, a body holding decision-making power and established in 

accordance with section 25, para. 8, no. 3 and para. 10 of the 2002 Universities Act. 

At its meeting on 25 June 2021 the Senate of the Medical University of Vienna approved the version of 
the jointly established PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences stated below, which was resolved on 18 
June 2021 by the Curriculum Committee, a body holding decision-making power and established in 
accordance with section 25, para. 8, no. 3 and para. 10 of the 2002 Universities Act. 

 

At its meeting on 23 June 2022 the Senate of the University of Vienna approved the first (minor) 

amendment to the Curriculum for the jointly established PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences, 

which was resolved on 13 June 2022 by the Curriculum Committee, a body holding decision-making 

power and established in accordance with section 25, para. 8, no. 3 and para. 10, sub-para. 10a of the 

2002 Universities Act and which was published in the 42nd edition of the University Gazette, academic 

year 2020/2021, issued on 30 June 2021, number 193 as follows according to section 25, para. 10, 

last sentence of the Universities Act. 

 

At its meeting on 26 April 2022 the Senate of the Medical University of Vienna approved the 

amendment to the Curriculum for the jointly established PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences, 

which was resolved on 25 June 2021 by the Curriculum Committee, a body holding decision-making 

power and established in accordance with section 25, para. 8, no. 3 and para. 10, sub-para. 10a of the 

2002 Universities Act and which was published in the 33rd edition of the University Gazette, academic 

year 2020/2021, issued on 29 June 2021, number 36 as follows according to section 25, para. 10, last 

sentence of the Universities Act. 

The legal basis is the 2002 Universities Act and the Statutes of the Medical University of Vienna or the 

University of Vienna as amended from time to time. 

(A consolidated version of the Curriculum for the PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences is published 

on the website of the Medical University of Vienna.) 

The Medical University of Vienna and the University of Vienna thus issue the following identical 

Curriculum: 

 

Curriculum for the jointly established PhD Programme in 
Molecular Biosciences 

 
§ 1 Objectives and qualification profile 

 
(1) The PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences is established and run as a joint degree programme. 

 
(2) The institutions participating in the joint curriculum are: 

 
- University of Vienna 

 
- Medical University of Vienna. 
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(3) The allocation of the courses to the relevant educational institution is announced in 

the course directory/Study Guide. 

(4) The jointly established PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences serves to prepare doctoral 

candidates for scientific work in the field of the jointly established PhD programme in Molecular 

Biosciences. The doctoral programme provides an academic education of excellent international 

standard. 

(5) Graduates of the PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences are able to conduct independent 

research of international standard in their respective field of doctoral research. 

 

§ 2 Entry requirements 
 

(1) Admission to the PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences can be either at the University of 

Vienna or the Medical University of Vienna depending on the choice of the student. Students admitted 

to the degree programme at the University of Vienna have to write their doctoral thesis at the 

University of Vienna. Students admitted to the degree programme at the Medical University of Vienna 

have to write their doctoral thesis at the Medical University of Vienna.  

(2) In addition to the general prerequisites specified in the 2002 Universities Act, requirements 

for admission to the PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences are 

a. the completion of an eligible diploma or master’s programme, or 
 
b. the completion of an eligible degree programme at least at the same level of 

university education at a recognised Austrian or foreign post-secondary educational 

institution. 

(3) To compensate for significant disciplinary differences, supplementary examinations can be 

stipulated, which have to be completed until the end of the second semester of the doctoral 

programme. The Rectorate may specify which supplementary examinations are a prerequisite for 

taking examinations specified in the Curriculum of the doctoral programme. 

(4) If the significant disciplinary differences according to para. 3 exceed the extent of 60 ECTS 

credits, this is not considered an eligible degree programme and the student is not admitted to the 

doctoral programme. 

§ 3 Qualitative entry requirements 
 

(1) Applicants for the PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences have to undergo an additional special 

admission procedure that assesses whether the applicant fulfils all the qualitative admission 

requirements. 

(2) The assessment of the applicants’ qualifications is based on the following criteria: 
 

a) Adequate subject-specific and methodological expertise with regard to the intended 

doctoral programme and the intended topic of the doctoral thesis. 

b) Motivation and academic potential to realise the intended academic thesis, and 

compatibility of the intended doctoral project with a current research area at the 

universities. 

c) The doctoral programme is held in English only. Therefore, students must be able to 

present proof of English language proficiency corresponding to level B2 (Common European 

Framework of Reference for Languages) required for the successful progress in the degree 

programme. 
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(3) For the assessment of these criteria, applicants have to provide the following application 

documents: 

1. Curriculum vitae including a list of publications and evidence of previous professional 

experience, e.g. research activities, provided that this is a special qualification required for 

the intended doctoral project. 

2. Letter of motivation describing the applicant’s personal eligibility for a PhD programme. 

3. Description of the applicant's previous research activities and future research 

objectives as well as the intended connection to the research of the university at which 

they applied for admission through their selected field of doctoral research as part of 

an evaluated research project. 

4. Written indication by a member of the university who is allowed to supervise a doctoral 

thesis, which states their willingness to supervise the doctoral project in question according to 

stipulations in the section of the University’s Statutes governing university studies. This 

indication does not replace the supervisor’s confirmation of supervision or the approval of the 

intended doctoral project from the competent body responsible for study matters. If the 

applicant can demonstrate a compelling reason, the applicant does not have to present such 

an indication. 

5. A regulation by the Rectorate determines the form of the proof of language proficiency 

required. 

(4) The competent body responsible for study matters at the university at which the student applied for 

admission may issue guidelines for the presentation of the documents described in para. 3. These 

guidelines have to be published in due time on its website. 

(5) If the written documents are insufficient for reaching a decision on the fulfilment of the 

qualitative admission requirements, the competent body responsible for study matters at the 

university at which the student applied for admission may also require the applicant to have an 

interview. The use of video conferencing systems and similar communication media is permissible 

subject to the verification of the applicant's identity without any doubt. The procedure and results of 

the interview have to be recorded in summary minutes. 

 

§ 4 Fields of doctoral research and thematic programmes 
 

(1) This Curriculum applies to students who 
 

a) intend to write a doctoral thesis in a ‘field of doctoral research’ in the area of molecular 

biosciences at the University of Vienna or 

b) intend to implement a doctoral project and write a doctoral thesis in a ‘thematic 

programme’ at the Medical University of Vienna 

and, therefore, intend to pursue a PhD programme in Molecular Biosciences. 
 

(2) At the University of Vienna, doctoral theses can be written in the following fields: 
 

• Molecular Biology 

(3) At the Medical University of Vienna, the PhD programme is mainly structured in the 

form of interdisciplinary thematic programmes (paras. 4-7). 

(4) SCOPE OF THE PROGRAMMES: The programmes bring together interested university members from 

different organisational units/clinics with the aim of offering a comprehensive and high-quality 

educational programme in the relevant thematic area. The doctoral candidates implement their 

doctoral project within the programme and complete the stipulated courses in addition. Other 
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institutions and organisations outside of the Medical University of Vienna can be integrated as far as 

their contribution to the educational programme is evident. 

(5) NAME OF THE PROGRAMMES: The composition and designation of the programmes is principally 

based on the initiative of the university members interested in establishing such a programme. The 

programmes should cover a broad range of themes within the scope of activities of the Medical 

University of Vienna and integrate scientists from several organisational units/clinics. A list of 

programme themes is published by the curriculum director. 

(6) ORGANISATION OF THE PROGRAMMES: The smallest organisational units of the programmes are 

the supervisors. These are project leaders experienced in educating doctoral candidates who 

contribute their doctoral position(s) and the payment of doctoral positions as part of research projects 

to the programme and participate actively in the educational programme. The supervisors are 

responsible for the organisation and implementation of the doctoral thesis and the accompanying 

courses (e.g. seminars, journal clubs). Every programme is headed by an appointed curriculum 

(programme) coordinator who is responsible for coordinating programme activities. The curriculum 

coordinator represents the programme and is accountable to the curriculum director. 

(7) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROGRAMMES: Applications for the establishment of doctoral thesis 

programmes can be submitted to the curriculum director and must refer to the research areas defined 

in the Development Plan. The applications have to include information about the 

• title; 

• spokesperson; 

• educational objective; 

• doctoral thesis projects; 

• qualification profile of the supervisors; 

• form, number, content and teachers for the intended courses; 

• methodology; 

• literature. 

The curriculum director examines the applications and may request modifications. Subsequently, the 

curriculum committee for doctoral programmes is asked for its opinion before the application is either 

approved or rejected. 

Criteria for the assessment of the application are: 
 

• structure of the application 

• relation to the scientific strategy of the University 

• university-internal, national and international collaboration 

• significance for the development of the University 
• critical mass for the supervision of doctoral candidates and holding of accompanying 

courses 

• peer-reviewed, funded research projects 

• qualification of the supervisors. 
 

§ 5 Duration and scope 
 

The PhD programme consists of one stage of the degree programme with a standard duration of 6 
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semesters (180 ECTS credits). It is a full-time programme (a 40-hour-week serves as a point of 

reference). 

 

§ 6 Structure of the doctoral programme 
 

(1) During the doctoral programme, doctoral candidates are required to complete courses (with 

continuous and non-continuous assessment) as well as academic activities in relation to their 

doctoral project (e.g. attending workshops, holding presentations at international conferences, 

handling subject-related aspects in the organisation of academic events, academic practical 

courses, teaching, etc.) comprising 30 ECTS credits. 

(2) At the University of Vienna, the exact specification of courses that have to be completed by the 

doctoral candidate as well as all details about writing and supervision of the doctoral thesis have to be 

recorded in the doctoral thesis agreement. Moreover, to complete the degree programme at the 

University of Vienna, candidates have to submit the application for approval of the intended doctoral 

project to the competent body responsible for study matters, complete the public presentation of the 

intended doctoral project at the Faculty, obtain approval of the doctoral thesis agreement and adhere 

with its terms as well as submit the related progress reports, write and complete the doctoral thesis 

and receive a positive grade, and complete a public defence. The stipulations in the section of the 

Statutes governing university studies of the University of Vienna apply. 

(3) At the Medical University of Vienna, the courses in the Curriculum are specified as follows: 
 

Courses and suggestion for the semester 

structure 

 
Hours per week 
per semester 

 
ECTS credits 

 

1st semester: 

Preparatory course (Propädeutikum) (consisting of 

a lecture and/or seminar) 

3 3 

Basic course (consisting of a lecture and/or 

seminar) 

2 2 

Doctoral thesis – work schedule/doctoral project 

plan (writing and defence) 

- 10 
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2nd semester: 

Preparatory course (Propädeutikum) (consisting of 

a lecture and/or seminar) 

 
2 

 
2 

Basic course (consisting of a lecture and/or 

seminar) 

 
2 

 
2 

Journal club 2 3 

 

3rd semester: 

Journal club 2 3 

Seminar for doctoral candidates 2 3 

 

4th semester: 

Journal club 2 3 

Seminar for doctoral candidates 2 3 

 

5th semester: 

Seminar for doctoral candidates 2 3 

 

6th semester: 

Journal club 2 3 

Doctoral thesis – writing the thesis - 140 

 

Total 23 180 
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The exact specification of courses that have to be completed by the doctoral candidate as well as all 

details about writing and supervision of the doctoral thesis have to be recorded in the work schedule 

(doctoral project plan) or in the confirmation of supervision. To complete the programme, candidates 

must have a topic for their doctoral thesis as part of an evaluated research project, a written doctoral 

thesis concept according to the specifications of the curriculum director and a confirmation of 

supervision for the doctoral project. Moreover, the candidate has to defend, in front of a doctoral 

thesis committee, a work schedule (doctoral project plan) that was jointly developed with the 

supervisor and submit it for approval to the curriculum director together with the opinion of the 

doctoral thesis committee. Candidates have to adhere to the work schedule (doctoral project plan) and 

document their progress in a project book. To complete the programme, candidates also have to write 

a doctoral thesis which must receive a positive grade and complete a public defence of the thesis 

(public lecture followed by an academic discussion). The stipulations in the section of the Statutes 

governing university studies of the Medical University of Vienna apply. 

(4) Part of the (theoretical) courses can be held in the form of distance learning/e-learning. 
 
 

§ 7 Doctoral thesis 
 

(1) Doctoral candidates have to write a doctoral thesis, which serves to demonstrate the 

candidate’s ability to master academic topics independently. 

(2) If the candidate writes their doctoral thesis at the University of Vienna, the following 

provisions of para. 3 to para. 7 apply. 

(3) The doctoral candidate has to submit an application for approval of the intended doctoral project 

within the first year of the doctoral programme to the competent body responsible for study matters 

at the University of Vienna in the form of a written research proposal and has to present the 

intended doctoral project in a public presentation at the Faculty. For the research proposal, the 

competent body responsible for study matters at the University of Vienna can issue formal 

specifications the doctoral candidate has to meet. For the submission and approval of the intended 

doctoral project and the public presentation at the Faculty, the stipulations in the section of the 

Statutes governing university studies of the University of Vienna apply. 

(4) For the doctoral thesis agreement, the stipulations in the section of the Statutes governing 

university studies of the University of Vienna apply. 

(5) The completed doctoral thesis must be submitted to the Studienpräses of the University of Vienna 

for assessment. According to the section of the Statutes governing university studies of the University 

of Vienna, the Studienpräses will forward the thesis to at least two assessors. The appointment of a 

supervisor of a doctoral thesis to an assessor is admissible in justified cases and has to provide for the 

assessment by an external person qualified in the respective subject. In any case, every supervisor of a 

doctoral thesis is entitled to present a statement on the doctoral thesis of which the assessors have to 

be notified. The doctoral thesis must be assessed within a maximum period of four months. 

(6) If two assessors have been consulted and one of them assesses the doctoral thesis with a fail, 

the competent body for study matters has to consult another assessor. 

(7) If two or three assessors have been consulted and two of them decide to fail the 

doctoral thesis, the final result is fail. 
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(8) If the candidate writes their doctoral thesis at the Medical University of Vienna, the following 

provisions of para. 9 to para. 15 and the stipulations in the Statutes governing university studies 

of the Medical University of Vienna apply. 

(9) The doctoral thesis, which the candidate has to write and defend in a public defence, is the final 

evidence that the candidate has acquired the knowledge and skills required to work independently 

as an academic. With the doctoral thesis, the doctoral candidate demonstrates that they can 

successfully answer an essential academic question with increased autonomy and understand how 

their new results are embedded in the current state of research. 

(10) The topic of the doctoral thesis must originate from one of the thematic programmes (section 4, 

para. 4 to para. 7) or be meaningfully related to one of these. For topics that are addressed through 

team work, the intellectual and experimental contribution of the candidate must be clearly visible and 

allow for individual assessment. 

(11) The student is entitled to apply for a topic from the proposal of the available registered PhD 

supervisors. Following admission to the PhD programme, the candidate has to defend, in front of a 

doctoral thesis committee, a work schedule (doctoral project plan) that was jointly developed with the 

supervisor and submit it for approval to the curriculum director together with the opinion of the 

doctoral thesis committee. The preparation and defence of the work schedule (doctoral project plan) 

comprises 10 ECTS credits. The doctoral thesis project must be embedded in a research project 

approved according to a strict review system. 

(12) The available project funds or other resources must suffice to allow for the implementation of 

the doctoral thesis with regard to the material costs. They must suffice to employ the doctoral 

candidate on a salary adequate to the Austrian Science Fund’s regulations. 

(13) The curriculum director has to appoint a doctoral thesis committee for one or several doctoral 

candidate(s) at the beginning of the doctoral programme. The committee must consist of the 

supervisor and at least two other members, of which one member must not belong to the 

organisational unit to which the topic of the doctoral thesis is assigned. The doctoral candidate must 

be immediately notified of the members of the doctoral thesis committee following approval of the 

topic. The doctoral thesis committee should monitor the progress of the doctoral thesis at regular 

intervals, but at least once a year. It also has to provide its opinion on the progress if needed and 

mediate between the doctoral candidate and their supervisor in case of problems. 

(14) The doctoral candidate has to submit the doctoral thesis completed according to the doctoral 

project plan to the curriculum director. The curriculum director has to immediately appoint two 

reviewers to review and assess the doctoral thesis (one reviewer must be a member of the Medical 

University of Vienna and one reviewer must be an external reviewer). The reviewers must review and 

assess the doctoral thesis within four months following submission. The supervisor of the doctoral 

thesis must not act as a reviewer. If the doctoral thesis is not reviewed and assessed in due time, the 

curriculum director has to assign the doctoral thesis to one or two other reviewer(s) for review and 

assessment upon the student’s request. 

(15) In their doctoral thesis, the student has to address international specialist literature, apply 

methods suitable for the question supported by the supervisor and document the progress of the 

doctoral thesis and the results in an appropriate form (project book). 
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 The doctoral thesis must be written in English. The abstract must be in English and German. The 

structure of the doctoral thesis must be an academic thesis in accordance with the Vancouver 

guidelines. 

 

§ 8 Public defence 
 

(1) Provided that all achievements specified in section 6 have been successfully completed and the 

doctoral thesis has been positively assessed, the doctoral candidate has to pass a final oral 

examination (public defence) in front of an examination committee. This single examination consists 

of the presentation and defence of the academic work by the doctoral candidate and an examination 

by an examination committee. This examination includes the doctoral thesis topic and related 

subject areas. 

(2) If the student wrote the doctoral thesis at the University of Vienna, the following applies: The 

stipulations in the section of the Statutes governing university studies of the University of Vienna 

apply. The examination committee consists of members of the University of Vienna and of the 

Medical University of Vienna. 

(3) If the student wrote the doctoral thesis at the Medical University of Vienna, the following 

specifications of para. 4 to para. 8 apply to the public defence: 

(4) The requirements for admission to the public defence are passing all courses, the defence of the 

doctoral project plan, the interim assessments by the doctoral thesis committee and the positive 

assessment of the doctoral thesis. The candidate is expected to have at least one publication or 

accepted publication as first author in an internationally recognised peer-reviewed journal at the date 

of the public defence. If this is not the case, the candidate has to give reasons for this to the 

curriculum director. 

(5) During the public defence, an examination committee, consisting of a chair and two examiners, 

assesses the comprehensive knowledge of the candidate in the discipline. The examination committee 

consists of members of the Medical University of Vienna and the University of Vienna. The curriculum 

director decides on the examiners based on their disciplinary relation to the doctoral thesis topic. 

They must not have a close relationship to the candidate. The supervisor of the doctoral thesis must 

not be a member of the examination committee. For important reasons, the curriculum director may 

replace a proposed examiner with another examiner upon the student’s justified request. The public 

defence serves the purpose of assessing whether the candidate has the skill to apply the acquired 

knowledge in the field of the relevant programme theme. 

(6) The public defence covers topics 
 

1. from the doctoral thesis, including the current state of research relevant for the 

academic question and 

2. from the discipline of the doctoral thesis topic. 
 

(7) The public defence is held as a public lecture (defensio dissertationis) followed by an academic 

discussion during which mainly the examination committee poses questions but which is also open to 

questions from the audience. The examination committee has to assess the academic standard of the 

thesis and the knowledge of the candidate in the relevant discipline. Upon the student’s or 

supervisor's request, for justified reasons (e.g. patent application), the curriculum director is entitled 

to grant only a qualified audience access to the defence. 

(8) The public defence is held in English. 
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§ 9 Grading 
 

Grading is subject to the stipulations in the section of the Statutes governing university studies of the 

university at which the student completed the relevant achievements or at which they are assessed. 

If both the doctoral thesis and the examination completing the degree programme (public defence) are 

assessed with “excellent” or “pass with distinction” and if the unweighted arithmetic mean of the 

assessment of courses required for the degree programme is less than or equal to 1.50, the final 

grade for the entire degree programme is “pass with distinction”. In the remaining cases, the final 

degree is “pass”. 

 

§ 10 Course classification 
 

(1) All courses with non-continuous assessment (npi) have to be offered as one of the following types 

of courses: 

Lecture (Vorlesung, VO), non-continuous assessment (npi): Lectures serve the purpose of presenting 

topics, subjects and methods of the degree programme while critically taking different academic 

opinions into account. A lecture is completed with an oral or written examination. 

(2) All courses with continuous assessment (pi) have to be offered as one of the following 

types of courses: 

Seminars (Seminar, SE; including journal clubs or similar courses), introductory seminars (Proseminar, 

PS), project practical courses (Projektpraktikum, PP), excursions (Exkursion, EX), practical courses 

(Praktikum, PR), exercises (Übung, UE): These courses serve the academic discussion and the acquisition 

of techniques and methods used to address academic issues and to solve specific questions in the field. 

Course participants are assessed on the basis of multiple practical, written or oral assignments during 

and at the end of the course. 

 

§ 11 Courses with a limited number of participants and registration procedures 
 

(1) Modalities concerning the registration for courses and examinations as well as the allocation 

of places in courses are governed by the stipulations in the section of the Statutes governing 

university studies of the University of Vienna. 

(2) To courses of the Medical University of Vienna, the following applies: 
 

Modalities concerning the registration for courses and examinations as well as the allocation of places 

in courses are governed by the stipulations in the section of the Statutes governing university studies 

of the Medical University of Vienna. Moreover, the following needs to be taken into consideration: 

If, for courses with a limited number of participants, the number of registrations exceeds the number 

of available places, degree programme students fulfilling the participation requirements are allowed to 

participate in a course in any case by offering parallel courses. 
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The curriculum director is entitled to appropriately increase the number of participants as specified in 

the Curriculum for courses with continuous assessment, taking into account the teachers’ didactic 

concepts and the available rooms and safety provisions after hearing the teacher, if students might be 

delayed in their study period and if the available teaching budget is not sufficient to offer additional 

parallel courses. 

Modalities concerning the registration for courses and examinations as well as the allocation of places 

in courses are governed by the stipulations of the Statutes and the regulations for the implementation 

of courses with continuous assessment issued by the curriculum director. 

The registration for courses with continuous assessment is implemented as a procedure (including 

registration and deregistration periods) defined by the curriculum director in agreement with the 

Rectorate of the Medical University of Vienna. This procedure must be announced on the website or in 

the course directory/Study Guide in due time. The curriculum director decides on the allocation of 

places in the course after examining the fulfilment of the conditions in the Curriculum. 

 

§ 12 Examination regulations 
 

(1) Proof of performance in courses 
 

The lecturer of a course offered by the University of Vienna is responsible for making the necessary 

announcements according to the stipulations in the Statutes governing university studies of the 

University of Vienna. The lecturer of a course offered by the Medical University of Vienna is responsible 

for making the necessary announcements according to the stipulations in the Statutes governing 

university studies of the Medical University of Vienna.  

(2) Examination content 
 

The examination content relevant to preparing and holding examinations must be in line with the 

required number of ECTS credits. 

(3) Examination procedure 
 

To the examination procedure, the stipulations in the section of the Statutes governing university 

studies of the university at which the course or examination is offered apply. 

(4) No double recognition and no dual use 
 

Courses taken and examinations passed in the master’s or diploma programme, which constitute an 

entry requirement for the doctoral programme, cannot be recognised again in the doctoral 

programme. 

(5) Study achievements to be completed at the Medical University of Vienna are also subject to the 

following provisions in para. 6 to para. 9. 

(6) To the examination procedure, the stipulations in the Statutes of the Medical University of Vienna 

and the regulations on the implementation of courses with continuous assessment to be issued by 

the competent body for study matters at the Medical University of Vienna apply. 

(7) A negatively assessed course with continuous assessment has to be retaken by completing a 

course with continuous assessment that serves the same examination purpose once again.
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npi (nicht prüfungsimmanent): non-continuous assessment. 
Course types and their abbreviations: see § 10. 
 

 

 

 

(8) For a failed or missing individual achievement (especially due to absences) in courses with 

continuous assessment, lecturers can allow for substitute achievements having the same learning 

outcomes and competence outcomes so that students can pass the course. This is subject to the topic 

and the organisational and didactic requirements of the relevant course. The framework conditions for 

the implementation of courses with continuous assessment, especially the handling of absences and 

substitute achievements, are specified in the regulations of the curriculum director. 

(9) The student has to defend, in front of the doctoral thesis committee, the work schedule (doctoral 

project plan) prepared together with the supervisor. The curriculum director grades the work 

schedule (“1” to “5”). 

 

§ 13 Study law provisions 
 

(1) Which stipulations in the section of the Statutes governing university studies of the University of 

Vienna and the Medical University of Vienna are applicable is defined in regulations to be issued by 

the Rectorates of the University of Vienna and the Medical University of Vienna (section 54e, para. 3 of 

the Universities Act). 

The following regulations apply: 
 

(a) To courses and examinations of the University of Vienna the study law provisions of the 

University of Vienna apply. To courses and examinations of the Medical University of Vienna 

the study law provisions of the Medical University of Vienna apply. 

(b) To the doctoral thesis and the public defence the study law provisions of the university at which the 

student was admitted apply. 

(2) The responsibilities for the enforcement of study law provisions are defined in regulations to be 

issued by the Rectorates of the University of Vienna and the Medical University of Vienna (section 

54e, para. 3 of the Universities Act). 

The following regulations apply: 
 

The competent body for study matters is responsible for the enforcement of study law provisions at the 

institution to which the relevant course or examination is assigned, or at which the doctoral thesis is 

written and the public defence is held. 

 

§ 14 Academic degree 
 

Graduates of the PhD programme are awarded the degree "Doctor of Philosophy", abbreviated as PhD. 
The academic degree is stated after the name. 

 
 
 

§ 15 Entry into force 
 

(1) This Curriculum enters into force upon announcement in the University Gazette on 1 October 2021. 
(2) The amendments to the Curriculum published in the 33rd edition of the University Gazette, academic 
year 2020/2021, published on 29 June 2021, number 36 enter into force on 1 October 2022. 
 

 
 

§ 16 Transitional provisions 
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SSt (Semesterstunde): hour per week per semester. 
pi (prüfungsimmanent): continuous assessment. 
npi (nicht prüfungsimmanent): non-continuous assessment. 
Course types and their abbreviations: see § 10. 
 

 

 

(1) This Curriculum applies to all students who commence their degree programme as of the winter 
semester of 2021/2022. 

 

(2) If, at a later stage of the degree programme, courses are no longer offered which were 

compulsory under the original curricula, the competent body responsible for study matters specified 

in the organisational regulations at the institution at which the student was admitted decides ex 

officio (equivalence regulation) or upon the student’s request which courses and examinations have 

to be completed instead. 

(3) The competent body responsible for study matters specified in the organisational regulations is 

entitled to determine in general or on a case-by-case basis which of the courses taken and 

examinations passed will be recognised for this Curriculum. 

The Chair of the Senate 
 

Maria Sibilia 
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